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105th Congress, some Members insisted that
it contained the same emergency care stand-
ard that was provided for in the Balanced
Budget Act. In October 1998, thirty Members
who had voted for H.R. 4250 recognized that
the language was not the same and wrote the
Speaker asking that the true prudent
layperson standard—reflecting the BBA provi-
sions and consistent with EMTALA—be in-
cluded in any patients’ rights legislation that
moved forward.

Regrettably, the 105th Congress adjourned
without additional action on HMO reform. Mil-
lions of Americans enrolled in managed care
plans were frustrated by our inability to send
a bill to the President’s desk, but remained
hopeful that Congress would produce effective
patients rights legislation when it convened
this year.

In the 106th Congress, this body passed by
an overwhelming margin comprehensive man-
aged care reform legislation that got the emer-
gency services language right. But the other
body’s bill did not. And in the conference that
failed to produce a compromise bill, some
conferees fought against the language ap-
proved by the House, language that is con-
sistent with Medicare and Medicaid law, lan-
guage that is strongly supported by doctors,
hospitals, consumer groups, and one of the
oldest and largest health maintenance organi-
zations in the United States, Kaiser Health
Plans.

And so, joined by my colleague from New
Jersey, Mrs. ROUKEMA, today I am reintro-
ducing the Access to Emergency Medical
Services Act in the 107th Congress. I encour-
age all members of Congress to study this
issue carefully, listen to their constituents, and
support passage of this fundamental legisla-
tion. The American consumers deserve to be
protected by an authentic prudent layperson
standard that ensures them access to the full
range of services their acute emergency con-
ditions require, and Congress should give
them this right without further delay.
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Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, Congress cre-

ated Amtrak thirty years ago because we real-
ized that along with cars and planes, pas-
senger rail was a vital part of America’s trans-
portation future. Today, as we celebrate Am-
trak’s 30th birthday, the need for passenger
rail is greater than ever. All across this great
land, travelers are growing sick and tired of
spending so many hours stuck in traffic, or
hanging around airport terminals. They want
an alternative.

In my home state of Tennessee, there is
strong support for passenger rail service. And
in my role as Ranking Member of the Rail-
roads Subcommittee, I am working to restore
Amtrak service to Tennessee, because pas-
senger rail service will continue to grow in
popularity and importance.

Fortunately, there is an alternative to con-
gestion on our highways and in our airways.
It’s called High-Speed Passenger Rail, and it’s
a way of traveling that’s pleasant and easy,
and allows travelers to make the most of their
valuable time.

So far, high-speed rail exists only in the
Northeast. But Amtrak’s vision is to build a na-
tional passenger railroad system consisting of
many regional high-speed corridors linked by
long-distance service.

That’s why I strongly support the High
Speed Rail Investment Act of 2001. It will pro-
vide Amtrak with what our highways and air-
ports already have: A source of long-term cap-
ital with which to build the high-speed rail cor-
ridors of the future.

With high-speed rail, we can unclog Amer-
ica’s transportation arteries, give travelers the
choices they deserve, and fix our broken
transportation system. Passage of the High
Speed Rail Act of 2001 isn’t just in Amtrak’s
interest; it’s in America’s interest.

So as we congratulate Amtrak on thirty
years of service to America, let us resolve to
pass the High Speed Rail Investment Act of
2001—and finally get America moving again!

f
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Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
recognize an outstanding example of parental
and community involvement in education in
my district. The Friends of Lakewood program
is a community effort dedicated to enhancing
the learning experience of students at Lake-
wood Elementary School in Dallas. One of
their most successful initiatives has been the
‘‘Math Maniacs’’ program. With more than
one-third of students participating, the fruits of
this program are evident in the school’s con-
tinued success at the Dallas ISD Math Olym-
piad.

As we all know, the participation of parents
and the community is crucial to educational
success. When children see that parents care
about education, it motivates them to aim
higher and become better students.

The Friends of Lakewood program is a
model for community leadership and involve-
ment in education—I comment the parents,
students, and community of Lakewood for
their success.
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Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, today I am
introducing the Access to Emergency Medical
Services Act with my colleague, Mr. CARDIN of
Maryland. I would first like to thank Mr. CARDIN
for taking the initiative on this issue and con-
tinually bringing this bill to Congress’s atten-
tion.

This important legislation is an effort to
allow medical professionals to make decisions
in the emergency room, not the insurance
company bureaucrats.

Insurance companies reportedly have re-
fused to pay emergency room bills when pa-
tients did not obtain prior authorization for

emergency treatment. It is inappropriate and
dangerous for insurance companies to require
pre-authorization for emergency services. In-
deed, emergency conditions are by definition
problems that require immediate medical at-
tention without delay.

Patients are also being financially punished
for taking precautionary action and admitting
themselves to the emergency room for a crit-
ical situation. We should not attach a high per-
sonal risk to seeking out emergency care. I
have heard many stories of individuals who go
to the emergency room with symptoms that in-
dicate a serious illness, perhaps a heart at-
tack. They undergo a battery of tests and find
out that the heart attack was something else,
perhaps a bad case of heartburn. That should
be good news. However, weeks later they find
out that those tests cost hundreds, maybe
thousands of dollars, and their insurance com-
panies refuse to pay.

This legislation will put an end to bottom-line
medicine and keep insurance companies out
of the emergency room. Decisions on the
medical treatment of the ill and injured should
be placed back in the hands trained to save
lives, not dollars. The Access to Emergency
Medical Services Act of 2001 would require in-
surers to pay for emergency room visits based
on a ‘‘prudent layperson’’ definition of an
emergency and a patient’s symptoms, rather
than the final diagnosis. An individual seeking
medical attention for what they ‘‘prudently’’ de-
termine to be a medical emergency should not
be penalized for that decision. This bill would
also prohibit insurance companies’ pre-author-
ization requirements for emergency care. Fi-
nally, the bill requires that health care plans
and emergency physicians work jointly to co-
ordinate follow-up care.

This bill does not replace the need for com-
prehensive health insurance reform. The initia-
tives proposed by Congressmen GANSKE and
DINGELL are essential for a broad reform of
our health insurance system. That being said,
this is a necessary bill to pass to protect citi-
zens from physical injury caused by paper-
work delays from their insurance carriers.

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this
important legislation which ensures that an in-
surance company’s response will not make
the difference between life and death in emer-
gency room.
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Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, I want to

pay tribute to Mr. Ed Willis who is retiring as
principal of R.B. Wright Elementary School.

The warm and caring manner in which Ed
led the school let every student know that they
were special and loved. Ed is the consummate
educator because he lets his teachers teach
and supports them in their efforts. His stu-
dents always achieve the maximum of their
ability.

Ed is the epitome of the caring, professional
administrator. His goal has always been to de-
velop the total child: academically, socially,
physically, and culturally. He commands excel-
lence from himself and his staff, and his re-
wards come in seeing his students succeed.
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Ed’s life is an example of Christian living.

He has been a teacher, coach, father, prin-
cipal, husband, son, and devoted friend. He
has given of himself to this community, mak-
ing it a better place to live, by loving young
children who have attended his school. His
calm pleasant demeanor and enthusiasm for
his job were often conveyed to his faculty and
students. He recognized them for their large
as well as their small accomplishments in a
genuine effort to encourage them to grow as
citizens, not only while at R.B. Wright, but in
the community-at-large.

Ed has lived according to John Wesley’s
rule:
Do all the good you can
To all the people you can
In all the ways you can
At all the times you can
To all the people you can
As long as you ever can

Ed exemplifies strong character, leadership
and compassion. Through his leadership he is
shaping children’s ideas about themselves, the
country, and the world. He has nourished their
appetite for learning. They are developing
habits and values that will last them a lifetime.

Ed always shows that he believes intellect
and character go hand-in-hand. His optimism
and excitement is shared with all those associ-
ated with R.B. Wright Elementary School. Ed
is a fine diplomat. He is understanding and
patient. He sets high standards for the young
people who have attended R.B. Wright Ele-
mentary School. He is an excellent teacher
and administrator, as well as a fine Christian
family man.

He is a spectacular example for children,
calling every child by name and always greet-
ing them with a smile. Ed is a thoughtful, en-
couraging, and compassionate principal who is
very successful and loved. He is an effective
leader, friend, and excellent role model. He
ran a tight ship at R.B. Wright Elementary
School and will be greatly missed.
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Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I am delighted
to introduce this legislation on the day of the
fourth annual Capitol Hill Asthma Awareness
Day, and I particularly want to recognize
Nancy Sander and the other hard-working
members of the Allergy and Asthma Network/
Mothers of Asthmatics, whose dedication to
fighting asthma is limitless.

Last year, I visited a school in my district in
Queens and met an extraordinary young per-
son named Paige Eastwood. At 11 years old,
Paige struggles daily to manage her asthma.
Yet, as we all know, Paige is not alone. Ap-
proximately 15 to 17 million Americans have
asthma, over 5 million of whom, like Paige,
are children. The burden of asthma on our na-
tion is nothing short of a crisis.

Though many Americans may think of asth-
ma as merely an inconvenience or impedi-
ment, it is a serious condition that should not
be underestimated. In New York, for example,
asthma is the single largest cause of absen-

teeism in schools, and it accounts for 10 mil-
lion missed school days annually across the
nation. Each year, asthma results in more
than 450,000 hospitalizations, in fact while
hospitalization rates for other diseases are di-
minishing, they are climbing for asthma. Asth-
ma also kills with unexpected swiftness. Often,
the time from first symptom to final breath can
be as little as 30 minutes. And this is hap-
pening to children in increasing numbers—
since 1980, death rates for children due to
asthma have climbed 133 percent.

There is no cure for asthma, and for rea-
sons that we don’t fully understand, asthma
rates have risen dramatically over the last 20
years. That’s why we must give researchers
the tools they need to study this debilitating
condition. We must give public health officials
and community organizations the resources
they need to spread the word about how it can
be prevented and controlled. And with an epi-
demic like this, we must also engage schools
in helping children with asthma more effec-
tively manage their condition. Our schools not
only need support to train teachers and stu-
dents in how to effectively respond to asthma,
but they also desperately need funding to pur-
chase medical equipment and improve indoor
air quality.

That’s why I reintroduced a bipartisan, com-
prehensive bill to address the asthma epi-
demic in our country. My bill will encourage
states to establish pediatric asthma action
plans, create a National Asthma Coordinating
Committee to improve our nationwide re-
sponse, and bolster public awareness and
education efforts through the CDC. It will also
provide $4 million per year directly to low-in-
come schools hardest hit by asthma to imple-
ment asthma programs.

Asthma is an indiscriminate disease that
strikes Americans of all ages, races, and
places. And Congress can and should do
more to alleviate the burden of asthma. So
today, as we begin Asthma Awareness Month,
I urge my colleagues in Congress to join me
in helping our country cope with this serious
condition. When children are well enough to
go to school, when parents learn how to ward
off attacks, when scientists better understand
asthma’s causes, we can all breathe easier.
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Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, Americans are

united around a common goal to help every
child in America to receive a world class edu-
cation. It is a goal that should unite this legis-
lative body around successful education poli-
cies—ideas that respond to parents, empower
teachers, and educate children.

As we work to improve America’s education,
let’s not lose focus on what is working—such
as the tremendous growth and proven suc-
cess of America’s charter schools.

Charter schools prosper because they bind
parents, teachers, community and state lead-
ers together to tailor an education program
that fits the needs of local students. They
prosper because they unleash the intelligence
and innovation of our students.

Earlier this year, in partnership with the
South Carolina Department of Education, I
hosted a Public Charter School Summit in
Greenville, South Caroline. The summit’s pur-
pose was simple: educate and excite local
leaders about the potential of charter schools
in South Carolina.

We told them that charter schools are public
schools that are free from many state and
local requirements. In exchange for this free-
dom and flexibility to try new approaches in
education, the school must deliver results in
student achievement. It is a contract with the
governing board—flexibility in exchange for
proven academic results.

By drawing upon the ideas and energy of
local and state leaders, South Carolina and
other states can turn the education corner.
That is how strongly I believe in the trans-
forming ability of charter schools.

We owe our best effort to improve the
schools of our state. I am proud of the charter
schools which have opened in South Carolina.
They have banded together to form the South
Carolina Charter School Association, an orga-
nization that has helped charter schools not
only survive, but flourish in South Carolina. I
commend our state’s efforts to lift hurdles in
the current charter school law and move to
make South Carolina a charter-friendly state.

The education of our children is a public
trust which we must not take highly. Like
many other aspects of our culture and society,
there are principles that stand the test of time.
But we need to boldly explore creative solu-
tions that allow our nation’s institutions to fit
the needs and demands of modern times. Our
students deserve a top-notch, cutting-edge
education system.

Charter schools are supported by leaders of
both parties and of all political learnings. It is
hard to dispute the results when competition,
education flexibility, and community partner-
ships are offered to America’s schools.

Mr. Speaker, in the midst of all our debates
over ways to improve America’s schools, I ask
that we pause and give special attention and
recognition to the work of charter schools all
across the nation. Thousands of parents,
teachers, community leaders, and students
are providing each day that schools will suc-
ceed when education dollars and decisions
are kept close to the community.
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I

rise to pay tribute to both the Kansas City
Southern Railway and the Gateway & Western
Railway Company. These two rail companies
are the recipients of the 2001 E.H. Harriman
Gold Award, the highest award for railroad
employee safety in the rail industry.

At the core of both of these companies is an
unwavering commitment to safety, so it is fit-
ting that they were chosen as recipients of the
E.H. Harriman Gold Award. The late Mrs.
Mary W. Harriman in memory of her husband,
Edward H. Harriman, a pioneer in American
railroading, founded these annual rail em-
ployee safety awards in 1913. Chosen by a
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